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B579 Fork-tailed Storm-petrel Oceanodroma furcata
Family: Hydrobatidae Order: Procelariiformes Class: Aves

Written by: T. Kucera

DISTRIBUTION, ABUNDANCE, SEASONALITY

Uncommon, sporadic late fall-early spring visitor on open ocean along the entire coast;
occasionally in bays and harbors, particularly after storms (Small 1994). Ecology and behavior
not well known. Breed on six small islets off Del Norte and Humboldt counties. Entire California
breeding population estimated at 310 (Sowls 1980).

SPECIFIC HABITAT REQUIREMENTS

Feeding: Diet not well known. Obtains all food at sea. Like other storm-petrels, the fork-tailed
storm-petrel feeds at the sea surface, probably on cephalopods, crustaceans, and small
fish (Palmer 1962).

Cover: Tied to land only to nest; otherwise remains over open sea. Nests in burrows and
rock cavities.

Reproduction: Nests in burrows, natural cavities, or rock crevices on islands. Presumably
monogamous.

Water: Drinks seawater. Specialized glands excrete salt through nostrils.

Pattern: For nesting, prefers offshore islands. Forages over open ocean; prefers colder
water than other storm-petrels (Palmer 1962).

SPECIES LIFE HISTORY

Activity Patterns: Nocturnal at the breeding colonies. Nesting pairs enter and leave nest only
at night. Presumably sleep in burrow or on water at sea.

Seasonal Movements/Migration: Not migratory (Pallmer 1962).

Home Range: Not known.

Territory: Not territorial.

Reproduction: A clutch of a single egg is laid during May or June (Palmer 1962). As with other
storm-petrels, both sexes incubate and feed the young.

Niche: May be preyed upon, like other pelagic, island-nesting seabirds, by gulls and raptors
(Ainley et al. 1975).
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